
 
 

June 2018 
 
Dear Seventh Graders: 
 
Congratulations on your success in sixth grade!  We hope you have a nice summer and will come 
back to school well-rested and ready to enjoy the new school year. 
 
The Seventh Grade teachers have some information that we would like to share with you 
concerning the next school year.  We have listed below your summer reading and writing 
requirements, and also a summary of all supplies that are necessary for Seventh Grade.   
 
For all classes :   
~ Earbuds, an ample amount of pencils, pens (blue or black ink), erasers, colored pencils, crayons, 
markers, highlighters, post-it notes, index cards, scissors, and glue sticks.  
(This should last the whole year and you don’t need to bring them all on the first day.  
May we suggest 180 pencils, one for each day?!) 
 
Greatly appreciated supplies for Homeroom: hand sanitizer, tissues and disinfectant wipes 
 
 

SUMMER READING/WRITING for ALL LANGUAGE ARTS CLASSES: 
 

Summer is the perfect time to try and learn something new. Learning never stops, so during 

the summer you will need to do some reading. Try to read as much as you can. You should read 

books, magazines, and newspapers. Remember: the more you read, the better reader and writer 

you become and the more knowledge you gain. You have some required reading that you will 

need to do for Language Arts. 

All students must read a book of their choosing that is on their current reading level. This 

would be a book that your current teacher would select or approve for you to read. As you read, 

complete the guided reading paper that is attached to this letter. There are separate forms for 

fiction (Narrative) and nonfiction (Informational). You will use this information for a writing 

assignment that you will write in class during the first week of school. You may fill in the guided 

reading electronically, but you must PRINT a copy before you start school.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Responding to Informational Text (Nonfiction) 
Name:____________________________________________Due Date: _______________________ 
Story title:___________________________________________  Author:___________________________ 
 

My Background Knowledge 
(what do I know about the topic BEFORE reading) 

 

Most Important Information I Learned 
(in your own words what you learned AFTER reading) 

 

SAY SOMETHING 
...About the book you just read!  It can be that you liked it, did not like it, questions you might have, 

something it reminded you of, etc. 
 

 
          _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRAW IT! 
Illustrate a scene from the book! Use color! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Facts… 
List three facts from the text: 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    2. __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    3. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

What was the author’s purpose of writing this text? (Why did he or she write it?) 
Remember--Easy as P.I.E. <Persuade, Inform, Entertain> 

 
Circle one:    PERSUADE     -     INFORM     -    ENTERTAIN 

 
How do you know? 
 
 
 

 
 

How is the text organized? CIRCLE ONE box using the descriptions provided. 

DESCRIPTION SEQUENCE & 
ORDER 

COMPARE & 
CONTRAST 

CAUSE & EFFECT PROBLEM & 
SOLUTION 

A topic, idea, person, 
place or thing is 

described by listing its 
features, 

characteristics, or 
examples. 

 
Example Questions: 
What specific topic,  

person, idea, or  
thing is being  

described? How is it  
being described  

(what does it look  
like, how does it  

work, what does it  
do, etc.)? What is  

important to  
remember about it? 

Describes items or 
events in order or tells 

the steps to follow to do 
something or make 

something. 
 
 

Example Questions: 
What items,  

events, or steps  
are listed? Do they  
have to happen in  

this order? Do  
they always happen  

in this order? 
 

Shows how two or more 
things are alike and/or 
how they are different. 

 
 
 
 

Example Questions: 
What things are  

being compared? In  
what ways are 
they alike? In  
what ways are  
they different? 

 

Cause is why 
something happened. 

Effect is what 
happened. (Sometimes 
the effect is listed first.) 

 
 

Example Questions: 
What happened?  

Why did it  
happen? What  

caused it to  
happen? 

 

Tells about a problem 
(and sometimes says 

why there is a problem) 
then gives one or more 

possible solutions.  
 
 

Example Questions: 
What is the  

problem? Why is  
this a problem? Is  

anything being  
done to try to  

solve the problem?  
What can be done  

to solve the  
problem? 

 

 
What did the text have? Check all that apply. 

 
_____ bibliography _____ bold print _____ bullets _____ captions 
 
_____ colored print _____ diagram _____ fact box _____ glossary 
 
_____ graph _____ heading _____ illustration _____ italics 
 
_____ map _____ parentheses _____ photograph _____ pronunciations  
 
_____ sidebar _____ subheadings _____ table _____ table of contents 
 
_____ timeline _____ other(s): __________________________________________________ 
 

(You might NOT know all of these yet, but feel free to take a risk--ask someone in your house if they know 
what one of these are or look it up--bonus points for going out of your way to learn something new!) 

 



Responding to Narrative Text (Fiction) 
Name:___________________________________________    Due Date: _________________ 
Book title: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Author: _______________________________________________________ (who wrote the book) 

STORY ELEMENTS: (think about the plot diagram) 

Main Characters  
 

(include brief descriptions) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting  
(where and when the story 

takes place) 

 
 
 

Main conflict (problem) in 
the story 

 
 
 
 

Is the CONFLICT…. 
 

Circle one! 

Person vs. Person 
Person vs. Self 
Person vs. Nature  
Person vs. Society 

 
Story Main Events (Rising and Falling Action) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Story Resolution (How the problem is solved?) 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

What do you think the theme of the story is? WHY? 
THEME = LIFE LESSON 

(If you are struggling with theme, think about something the story teaches us - for example, “This story 
teaches me how to be a friend to everyone!” 

 
 
 
 
 

Does the author use any figurative language? Find quotes.. 
 

 
 

 

What was the author’s purpose of writing this text? (Why did he or she write it?) 
Remember--Easy as P.I.E. <Persuade, Inform, Entertain> 

 
Circle one:    PERSUADE     -     INFORM     -    ENTERTAIN 

 
How do you know? 
 
 
 

SAY SOMETHING-  
...About the book you just read!  It can be that you liked it, did not like it, questions you might have, 

something it reminded you of, etc. 
 

 
          _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

DRAW IT! 
Illustrate a scene from the book! Use color! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
SUPPLIES NEEDED 

 
Language Arts 
2 marble composition notebooks 
One 2-pocket folder 
Earbuds 
 

Social Studies Classes 
Please bring your best smile and come equipped with a good attitude. 
A notebook of your choosing  and pencils 
 

Math Classes: 
Composition notebook and a 1-subject notebook (Ms. Acquaviva) 
 OR  
One 3-subject notebook (Mr. Search) 
 
Lots of pencils! (May we suggest 180? One for each day!) 
OPTIONAL: Calculator: TI 34 Multi-view (Optional for home; calculators are provided in class.) 
* Please use a permanent ink marker to identify your child’s calculator and mark both the cover and the calculator. 
 

Science Classes: 
Two 2 subject notebooks 
Two 2-pocket folders.  
Earbuds 
 
 

The Seventh Grade teachers are looking forward to seeing you in September.  
So have a restful, safe summer and come back ready to succeed in Seventh Grade! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
The Seventh Grade Teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


